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This paper ultimately seeks to answer the following question: What are the
political implications of architecture based on vitalistic thinking? In the second
half of the 20th century, an architecture based on vitalism, or vitalistic
architecture, was suggested as an alternative to conventional, reductionist, and
deterministic modern architecture. Many leading figures in architectural practice
and discourse, including Peter Eisenman, Bernard Tschumi, Rem Koolhaas, Greg
Lynn, MVRDV, FOA, and Zaha Hadid, have actively referred to the vitalistic

ideas that emerged in philosophy and natural science to invent new
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methodologies for a spatial organization. In addition, vitalistic architecture has
been imagined to liberate individuals from oppressive and restrictive modern
spaces.

However, does vitalistic architecture really contribute to the freedom and
liberation of individuals? The philosopher Gilles Deleuze, who has been the
greatest inspiration for vitalistic thoughts, suggests the other way. Deleuze
declares that “societies of control” have arrived and warns that concepts such
as continuous variation, folding, and differentiation can rather become spatial
organizational tools that reinforce the control and surveillance by power. Based
on this, the author attempts to read vitalistic architecture as a strategy of power
working in “societies of control.”

First, the research compares Deleuze's “societies of control” and Foucault's
“disciplinary society” and analyzes the general characteristics of the former. The
analysis then expands to Foucault's neoliberal governmentality, which is
considered by Deleuze to be describing the same concept as a control society.
The study derives the main characteristics that define a neoliberal society of
control: the analogical paradigm of complexity theory, mobility, production of a
homo-oeconomicus, and environmental intervention. These elements constitute
the framework for case analysis in Chapter 4. In short, the main purpose of
the first half of the paper is to argue that the power mechanism of a control
society is not different from neoliberal governmentality and to review the
mechanism of “societies of control” where neoliberalism is generalized.

The author then traces how the architectural discourse incorporates the

neoliberal market order. Specifically, the study reviews the architectural
- 79 -
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discourse that refers to modern corporate organizational theory to investigate the
process of which the market order becomes established as an organizational
principle of architectural space. In addition, the author examines how modern
neoliberal market principles affect urban space organizations through the
examples of urban design processes that actively employ market processes.
Finally, this paper investigates specific examples of architecture and urban
planning to explore how space, capital, and subject work in the macroscopic
field of power. The study analyzes vitalistic thinking implied in each case, how
it encourages users' mobility, transforms the subject into human capital, and can

be interpreted as an environmental intervention of power mechanism.

Keywords: Society of Control, Vitalism, Gilles Deleuze, Michel Foucault,

Governmentality
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24) Foucault, 2012, pp. 326-327.
25) Foucault. k2] 2. p. 364.
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ojp| A, #Y, FA-ZZ 1] LEIHLT " %)

Sta, 2%, 23 WU YA AFHE FAsE Ao AEEL A%
f7o B4 alolA s ARz en B4H Yo Askelel B
@ H9th. Fot g Yo “#3H 3o

Al

AL o 2% Aol B ol Feck
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28) Foucault. 2&t9] A pp. 364-5
29) 79 dio] 7159 y&olth. ZFofe vi= glti(Foucault. 9ro] A, p. 365.).
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30) ApAYA A xsportancous ordern 1gq7] AzEME ABZOA A SAFHH]acobs,
2000).

31) F3s "AYEGR ] S04 stolol2E FQ5HA QIESIISHA|TE o= & ARG}
Al #AIE ATstr] flgoltt. Jacobs(2000) sto 10ﬂﬂ91 AR DA =97t 715k
Agol  Z2tYe] ArAutEA  AREEAo] AIZ $RItH(Jacobs. 9] A p. 57).
Spencer(2012: 2016) E3F slo]of 2ot Eefye] AMFA A do] F=st=d o
g ol Zahjo] At s|uke sfoloao] AALGZ0] BAo| Atdutsto] ]
4 7 & HolA gE7] glEoltt.

32) Spencer, D. (2016). The architecture of neoliberalism: How contemporary
architecture became an instrument of control and compliance. Longdon:
Bloomsbury Publishing. p.17.

33) Rlgho] EAWol7t BRstE e AEoj= Aburl HQsithe FA|Q Hdolth (Hayek,
F. and Hamowy, R. (2021). The Constitution of Liberty: The Definitive Edition.
Chicago: University of Chicago Press., p. 81).
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theory' 20 Jdoj2 790 Ashe xfAB|SHHCooper, M. (2011). Complexity theory after
the financial crisis: The death of neoliberalism or the triumph of hayek?. Journal of
Cultural Economy. 4(4), pp. 373-375). 17} Q1835}= Adz2jo} m2]uXxl-e Alojl2} Z=°0} o}
28]9] HE o]go= AMIA HiEdS AlEEtt.

35) Cooper. 9] A p. 376.
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architecture Journal of the Architectural Institute of Korea Planning &
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